The living crown.
A restoration that captures the elusive qualities of the natural tooth in all its beauty and imperfections has long eluded the dental profession. Recent advancements in tissue manipulation, bonding techniques, dental ceramics, and most importantly, an increase in the skill of the dentist and technician bring dentistry ever closer to achieving the living crown. To duplicate nature we must first be able to see the details that combine to produce beauty. Our powers of observation are our main limiting factor. This article highlights some important factors that, if properly used, can enhance the esthetic result of our dentistry.